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to use the letter of Marxism agaiiist the spirit of Marxism. Therefore, the Polish Social-Democrats were quite right when they attacked the extreme nationalism of the Polish petty bourgeoisie and pointed out that the national question was of secondary importance for Polish workers, when they for the first time created a purely proletarian party in Poland and proclaimed the extremely important principle that the Polish and the Russian workers must maintain the closest alliance in their class struggle.
But did this mean that at the beginning of the twentieth  century the International could regard the principle of  political self-determination of nations,  or the right to secession, as superfluous for Eastern Europe and for Asia? This would have been the height of absurdity, and (theoretically) tantamount to admitting that the bourgeois-democratic  reformation of the  Turkish,  Russian  and  Chinese states has been   consummated,   would have   been  tantamount   (in practice)   to   opportunism  towards  absolutism. No. During the period of incipient bourgeois^democratic revolutions in Eastern Europe and Asia, during the period of   the awakening and   intensification  of  national movements, during the period of formation of independent proletarian parties, the task of these parties with  regard to national policy must be twofold: to recognize the right to self-determination for all  nations, because the bourgeois-democratic reformation is  not yet consummated, because working-class democracy  consistently,   seriously  and  sincerely, and not in a liberal, Kokoshkin fashion, fights for equal rights foor nations, and to maintain the closest, inseparable alliance in the class struggle of the proletarians of all nations in a given state, throughout all the vicissitudes of its history, irrespective of any reshaping of  Hue frontiers of the individual states by the bourgeoisie.
It is precisely this twofold task of the proletariat that the 1896 resolution of the International formulates/And this is the 'substan-ce, the underlying principle, of the